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Without Child challenges the stigma of childlessness by offering childless women the lifeaffirming story of
themselves. Beginning with the difficult inner journey a woman faces before finally deciding or realizing she
will not bear children, Without Child explores the myth of the childless woman's rejection of the maternal
instinct. It also examines the childless woman's relationship to mothers and mothering, to her femininity, to
men, to achievement, to her body,and to old age.

Laurie Lisle contends that childless women are part of an ancient and respectable cultural tradition that
includes biblical matriarchs, celibate saints, and nineteenth-century social reformers. However, like other
aspects of women's history, this tradition has been forgotten and, in the process, maligned. Without Child
bring childless women out of obscurity and places them back in women's history.

Without Child brings scope and depth to a subject that has long been misunderstood. Weaving rich materials
from history, literature, religion, and sociology with the author's own and other stories, this groundbreaking
book does what no other has done before-presents childlessnessin a multifaceted and positive light.

Most women grow up thinking they will become mothers, and many do follow that path. But for those
women who are willingly or unwillingly without children, childlessness is a way of life that many of them
must constantly defend. Without Child explores the facts and fallacies behind childlessness,what it means for
women and society, and reminds us of how women can and do embrace this choice.

In the shadow of a culture that claims to adore the child, Without Child bring a long forbidden topic into the
light. Wide-ranging, yet intimate, philosophical, yet clear~sighted, this important book will reassure millions
of women that they are not alone, not unusual, and, in fact, are part of a long and honorable tradition.

Laurie Lisle is the author of four other books besidesWithout Child: two biographies of women artists, a
history of a girls'school, and a memoir from the point-of-view as a gardener. Raised in Rhode Island, she
lives with her husband in Litchfield County,Connecticut and in Westchester County, New York. For more
information, please see her website at www.laurielisle.com.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Ovalle:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Without Child: Challenging the Stigma of
Childlessness. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book Without Child: Challenging the Stigma of Childlessness. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Gary Stark:

Beside this kind of Without Child: Challenging the Stigma of Childlessness in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Without Child: Challenging the Stigma of Childlessness because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Brian Faber:

You can obtain this Without Child: Challenging the Stigma of Childlessness by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by
e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Walton Han:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Without Child:
Challenging the Stigma of Childlessness.
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