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Citizens, political theorists, and politicians alike insist that political or partisan motives get in the way of real
democracy. Real democracy, we are convinced, is embodied by an ability to form collective judgments in the
interest of the whole. The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine
Democratic Politics, by Scott Welsh, argues instead that it is our easy rejection of political motives,
individual interests, and the rhetorical pursuit of power that poses the greatest danger to democracy. Our
rejection of politics understood as a rhetorical contest for power is dangerous because democracy ultimately
rests upon the perceived public legitimacy of public, political challenges to authority and the subsequent
reconstitution of authority amid the impossibility of collective judgment. Hence, rather than searching for
allegedly more authentic democracy, rooted in the pursuit of ever-illusive collective judgments, we must find
ways to come to terms with the persistence of rhetorical, political contests for power as the essence of
democracy itself. Welsh argues that the impossibility of any kind of public judgment is the fact that
democracy must face. Given the impossibility of public judgment, rhetorical competitions for political power
are not merely poor substitutes for an allegedly more authentic democratic practice, but constitute the
essence of democracy itself. The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy is an iconoclastic investigation of the
democratic process and public discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

The book The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic Politics
will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Rhetorical
Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic Politics is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Yvonne Casey:

The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic Politics can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine
Democratic Politics yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial imagining.

David Shields:

This The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic Politics is great
reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic
Politics in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Hermelinda Anthony:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic



Politics when you required it?
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