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Americans today “know” that a majority of the population supports the death penalty, that half of all
marriages end in divorce, and that four out of five prefer a particular brand of toothpaste. Through statistics
like these, we feel that we understand our fellow citizens. But remarkably, such data—now woven into our
social fabric—became common currency only in the last century. Sarah Igo tells the story, for the first time,
of how opinion polls, man-in-the-street interviews, sex surveys, community studies, and consumer research
transformed the United States public.

Igo argues that modern surveys, from the Middletown studies to the Gallup Poll and the Kinsey Reports,
projected new visions of the nation: authoritative accounts of majorities and minorities, the mainstream and
the marginal. They also infiltrated the lives of those who opened their doors to pollsters, or measured their
habits and beliefs against statistics culled from strangers. Survey data underwrote categories as abstract as
“the average American” and as intimate as the sexual self.

With a bold and sophisticated analysis, Igo demonstrates the power of scientific surveys to shape Americans’
sense of themselves as individuals, members of communities, and citizens of a nation. Tracing how ordinary
people argued about and adapted to a public awash in aggregate data, she reveals how survey techniques and
findings became the vocabulary of mass society—and essential to understanding who we, as modern
Americans, think we are.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making
of a Mass Public. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important any book The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Leslie Heidelberg:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the
Making of a Mass Public is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Sheila Whitley:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer regarding The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public
content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking The Averaged American: Surveys,
Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Douglas Brownlee:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass
Public was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage
of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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