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To tens of thousands of volunteers in its first decade, the Peace Corps was “the toughest job you’ll ever
love.” In the United States’ popular imagination to this day, it is a symbol of selfless altruism and the most
successful program of John F. Kennedy’s presidency. But in her provocative new cultural history of the
1960s Peace Corps, Molly Geidel argues that the agency’s representative development ventures also
legitimated the violent exercise of American power around the world and the destruction of indigenous ways
of life.

In the 1960s, the practice of development work, embodied by iconic Peace Corps volunteers, allowed U.S.
policy makers to manage global inequality while assuaging their own gendered anxieties about postwar
affluence. Geidel traces how modernization theorists used the Peace Corps to craft the archetype of the
heroic development worker: a ruggedly masculine figure who would inspire individuals and communities to
abandon traditional lifestyles and seek integration into the global capitalist system.

Drawing on original archival and ethnographic research, Geidel analyzes how Peace Corps volunteers
struggled to apply these ideals. The book focuses on the case of Bolivia, where indigenous nationalist
movements dramatically expelled the Peace Corps in 1971. She also shows how Peace Corps development
ideology shaped domestic and transnational social protest, including U.S. civil rights, black nationalist, and
antiwar movements.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

The particular book Peace Corps Fantasies: How Development Shaped the Global Sixties (Critical American
Studies) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this
book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Matthew Lyons:

Peace Corps Fantasies: How Development Shaped the Global Sixties (Critical American Studies) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Peace Corps Fantasies: How Development Shaped the Global Sixties (Critical
American Studies) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
new stage of crucial thinking.

Omar Lamm:

This Peace Corps Fantasies: How Development Shaped the Global Sixties (Critical American Studies) is
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Peace Corps Fantasies: How Development Shaped the Global Sixties
(Critical American Studies) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind
of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life in addition to knowledge.

Frankie Lampkins:

You may get this Peace Corps Fantasies: How Development Shaped the Global Sixties (Critical American
Studies) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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