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The history of the vocoder: how popular music hijacked the Pentagon's speech scrambling weapon

The vocoder, invented by Bell Labs in 1928, once guarded phones from eavesdroppers during World War II;
by the Vietnam War, it was repurposed as a voice-altering tool for musicians, and is now the ubiquitous
voice of popular music.

In How to Wreck a Nice Beach—from a mis-hearing of the vocoder-rendered phrase “how to recognize
speech”—music journalist Dave Tompkins traces the history of electronic voices from Nazi research labs to
Stalin’s gulags, from the 1939 World’s Fair to Hiroshima, from artificial larynges to Auto-Tune.

We see the vocoder brush up against FDR, JFK, Stanley Kubrick, Stevie Wonder, Neil Young, Kraftwerk,
the Cylons, Henry Kissinger, and Winston Churchill, who boomed, when vocoderized on V-E Day, “We
must go off!” And now vocoder technology is a cell phone standard, allowing a digital replica of your voice
to sound human.

From T-Mobile to T-Pain, How to Wreck a Nice Beach is a riveting saga of technology and culture,
illuminating the work of some of music’s most provocative innovators.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Corrine Switzer:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The
Machine Speaks it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book possesses high quality.

Jesus Sandiford:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The
Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Sandra Alexander:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of several books in the top list in your reading list is actually How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The
Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Patricia Coulter:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it.
It is known as of book How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The
Machine Speaks. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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