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Using the journals of W. Norman Rudolf (1835-1886), a Victorian merchant, Evangelical Balance Sheet:
Character, Family, and Business in Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia explores the important role of character
ideals and evangelicalism in mid-Victorian culture. Rudolf’s diary, with its daily weather observations, its
account of family matters, of social and business happenings, and of his own experiences, as well as
occasional literary or naturalistic forays, attempts to follow a disciplined regime of writing, but also has
elements of a Bildungsroman. The diary reveals an obvious and significant tension between his inner,
spiritual search for meaning in his life (evangelical inwardness) and his outward stewardship duties. Rudolf’s
concept of character, then, involved a type of balance sheet of his evangelical service record, to his God, his
family, his business, and his community. Needing God’s help to transform his will and to interpret the world
in a constructive, rational manner, the underlying intent of his daily journal writing was to keep his
commitment to an ethic of benevolence and of the affirmation of the goodness of human beings.

Wood elucidates the cultivation of civic-minded masculinity in the context of Victorian Maritime Canada,
analyzing the multiple facets of the character ideal and emphasizing its important role in Victorians’
understanding of their life experiences. In the process Wood reveals many underlying assumptions about
social change and about civic discourse. The book also describes how the tremendous economic upheavals
experienced by many entrepreneurs in the late 1860s to 1880s tempered their evangelical zeal and made it
increasingly difficult for them to achieve a balanced and humane perspective on their own lives.

Evangelical Balance Sheet will appeal to a broad audience interested in social history, imperial studies,
gender studies (especially changing ideas of masculinity and manhood), Atlantic Canada studies, and local
history of the Pictou region.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Myers:

This Evangelical Balance Sheet: Character, Family, and Business in Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia (Studies in
Childhood and Family in Canada) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Evangelical Balance Sheet: Character, Family, and Business in Mid-Victorian
Nova Scotia (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that might
be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Evangelical Balance
Sheet: Character, Family, and Business in Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia (Studies in Childhood and Family in
Canada) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Catherine Scott:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Evangelical Balance Sheet: Character, Family, and Business in Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia
(Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Clarence Ross:

You may get this Evangelical Balance Sheet: Character, Family, and Business in Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia
(Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Ray Nicolas:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching



for the Evangelical Balance Sheet: Character, Family, and Business in Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia (Studies
in Childhood and Family in Canada) when you essential it?
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