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With the Soviet Union's launch of the first Sputnik satellite in 1957, the Cold War soared to new heights as
Americans feared losing the race into space. The X-15 Rocket Plane tells the enthralling yet little-known
story of the hypersonic X-15, the winged rocket ship that met this challenge and opened the way into human-
controlled spaceflight.

Drawing on interviews with those who were there, Michelle Evans captures the drama and excitement of,
yes, rocket science: how to handle the heat generated at speeds up to Mach 7, how to make a rocket
propulsion system that could throttle, and how to safely reenter the atmosphere from space and make a
precision landing.

This book puts a human face on the feats of science and engineering that went into the X-15 program, many
of them critical to the development of the Space Shuttle. And, finally, it introduces us to the largely unsung
pilots of the X-15. By the time of the Apollo 11 moon landing, 31 American astronauts had flown into space
- eight of them astronaut-pilots of the X-15. The X-15 Rocket Plane restores these pioneers, and the others
who made it happen, to their rightful place in the history of spaceflight.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Farnsworth:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called The X-15
Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joyce Morgan:

This The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. This kind of The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be
worry The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space can bring any time you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This
The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space having excellent arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Paul Mendosa:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First
Wings into Space is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Lamar Carr:

This The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space is fresh way for you who has interest to look
for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the
First Wings into Space can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the
e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in



addition to knowledge.
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