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A German-American, in South Africa, fighting the British, in an Irish commando, in the Boer army Some
years ago Donal McCracken was working on a book of Ireland and the Anglo–Boer War (1899–1902) when,
in the British Ministry of Defence Library, the old War Office Library, off Whitehall, he came upon a slim
volume. It was a war diary written by a young German from Halbertstad named Ernest Luther.

As a child, Luther went with his mother to New York. From there, in a short period, he fought as a volunteer
in three wars: the Graeco–Turkish War, the United States–Spanish War and the Anglo–Boer War. In South
Africa Luther joined an Irish commando in the Boer army and fought against the British. Aged around
twenty, he was killed in action in September 1900 during the Boer retreat through the Eastern Transvaal
(Mpumalanga) in the face of Lord Roberts’s advancing army. So we have a German-American, coming to
South Africa to fight against the British, in an Irish commando, in the Boer army. The diary, published in
1900 in English, consists of only 54 small pages, but it is packed with action and invaluable as a source
about the Boer retreat as well as about such matters as indiscipline in the commando, drunkenness, use of
dum-dum bullets, which Boer leaders were where when, and so forth. But there is also a fascinating
postscript. British Military Intelligence took the diary off the dying Luther. Within ten weeks, it had been
shipped to London, possibly translated (the original is lost so we do not know if it was written in German),
possibly altered and ultimately published by British Military Intelligence at 16 Queen Anne’s Gate. We also
know that in at least one instance and probably others, the published diary was handed out to a journalist in
the field with General Roberts. So the diary also opens a window into the actions of British Military
Intelligence and the embedded journalist within the advancing British army.
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From reader reviews:

Geneva Richardson:

This Teddy Luther's War: The Diary of a German-American in an Irish-Boer Commando usually are reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Teddy Luther's War: The
Diary of a German-American in an Irish-Boer Commando can be one of many great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Teddy Luther's War: The Diary of a German-
American in an Irish-Boer Commando forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

James Smith:

The particular book Teddy Luther's War: The Diary of a German-American in an Irish-Boer Commando will
bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
If you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Teddy Luther's War:
The Diary of a German-American in an Irish-Boer Commando is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

William Brown:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Teddy Luther's War: The Diary of a German-American in an Irish-Boer Commando your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Teddy Luther's War: The Diary of a German-
American in an Irish-Boer Commando giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

David Thompson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Teddy Luther's War: The Diary of a German-American in
an Irish-Boer Commando as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science



reserve, any other book likes Teddy Luther's War: The Diary of a German-American in an Irish-Boer
Commando to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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