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“Behind almost every painting is a fortune and behind that a sin or a crime.”
With these words as a starting point, Michael Gross, leading chronicler of the American rich, begins the first
independent, unauthorized look at the saga of the nation’s greatest museum, the Metropolitan Museum of
Art. In this endlessly entertaining follow-up to his bestselling social history 740 Park, Gross pulls back the
shades of secrecy that have long shrouded the upper class’s cultural and philanthropic ambitions and
maneuvers. And he paints a revealing portrait of a previously hidden face of American wealth and power.

The Metropolitan, Gross writes, “is a huge alchemical experiment, turning the worst of man’s
attributes—extravagance, lust, gluttony, acquisitiveness, envy, avarice, greed, egotism, and pride—into the
very best, transmuting deadly sins into priceless treasure.” The book covers the entire 138-year history of the
Met, focusing on the museum’s most colorful characters. Opening with the lame-duck director Philippe de
Montebello, the museum’s longest-serving leader who finally stepped down in 2008, Rogues’ Gallery then
goes back to the very beginning, highlighting, among many others: the first director, Luigi Palma di Cesnola,
an Italian-born epic phony, whose legacy is a trove of plundered ancient relics, some of which remain on
display today; John Pierpont Morgan, the greatest capitalist and art collector of his day, who turned the
museum from the plaything of a handful of rich amateurs into a professional operation dedicated, sort of, to
the public good; John D. Rockefeller Jr., who never served the Met in any official capacity but who, during
the Great Depression, proved the only man willing and rich enough to be its benefactor, which made him its
behind-the-scenes puppeteer; the controversial Thomas Hoving, whose tenure as director during the sixties
and seventies revolutionized museums around the world but left the Met in chaos; and Jane Engelhard and
Annette de la Renta, a mother-daughter trustee tag team whose stories will astonish you (think Casablanca
rewritten by Edith Wharton).

With a supporting cast that includes artists, forgers, and looters, financial geniuses and scoundrels, museum
officers (like its chairman Arthur Amory Houghton, head of Corning Glass, who once ripped apart a
priceless and ancient Islamic book in order to sell it off piecemeal), trustees (like Jayne Wrightsman, the
Hollywood party girl turned society grand dame), curators (like the aging Dietrich von Bothmer, a refugee
from Nazi Germany with a Bronze Star for heroism whose greatest acquisitions turned out to be looted), and
donors (like Irwin Untermyer, whose collecting obsession drove his wife and children to suicide), and with
cameo appearances by everyone from Vogue editors Anna Wintour and Diana Vreeland to Sex Pistols front
man Johnny Rotten, Rogues’ Gallery is a rich, satisfying, alternately hilarious and horrifying look at
America’s upper class, and what is perhaps its greatest creation.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Rogues' Gallery: The Secret Story of the Lust, Lies, Greed,
and Betrayals That Made the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Try to stumble through book Rogues' Gallery:
The Secret Story of the Lust, Lies, Greed, and Betrayals That Made the Metropolitan Museum of Art as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Joyce Bullock:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Rogues' Gallery: The Secret
Story of the Lust, Lies, Greed, and Betrayals That Made the Metropolitan Museum of Art, you are able to
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Joyce Cannon:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Rogues' Gallery: The Secret Story of the
Lust, Lies, Greed, and Betrayals That Made the Metropolitan Museum of Art e-book written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still skepticism Rogues' Gallery: The Secret Story of the Lust, Lies, Greed, and Betrayals That Made the
Metropolitan Museum of Art as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Robert Journey:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Rogues' Gallery: The Secret Story of the Lust, Lies, Greed, and Betrayals
That Made the Metropolitan Museum of Art was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add



your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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