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In this ethnography of Catholic religious practice in Fresno, California, David P. Sandell unveils ritualized
storytelling that Mexican and Mexican American people of faith use to cope with racism and poverty
associated with colonial, capitalist, and modern social conditions. Based on in-depth interviews and
extensive field research conducted in 2000 and 2001, Sandell's work shows how people use story and
religious ritual (including the Matachines dance, the Mass, the rosary, pilgrimage, and processions) to create
a space in their lives free from oppression. These people give meaning to the expression "open your heart,"
the book argues, through ritual and stories, enabling them to engage the mind and body in a movement
toward, as one participant said, "the sacred center" of their lives. Sandell argues that the storytelling
represents a tradition of poetics that provides an alternative, emancipatory epistemology. Américo Paredes,
for example, defined this tradition in his scholarship of border balladry. According to Paredes, storytelling
with ritual elements raises a feature of performance characterized as a convivial disposition and shared sense
of identity among people who call themselves Mexican not for national identification but for a cultural one,
understood as "Greater Mexico." Sandell contributes to this tradition and achieves an understanding of
Greater Mexico characterized by people whose stories and rituals help them find common ground, unity, and
wholeness through an open heart.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Open Your Heart: Religion and Cultural Poetics
of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives) ended up being making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Open Your Heart: Religion
and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Open Your Heart: Religion and Cultural Poetics
of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

William Mayer:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Open
Your Heart: Religion and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives) provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Eric Hempel:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Open Your Heart: Religion and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico
(Latino Perspectives) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book suited all of you.

Joseph Dolezal:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Open Your Heart: Religion and Cultural Poetics of Greater Mexico (Latino Perspectives)
when you needed it?
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