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From its inception in 1932, overseas broadcasting by the BBC quickly became an essential adjunct to British
diplomatic and foreign policy objectives. For this reason, the World Service was considered the primary
means of engaging with attitudes and opinions behind the Iron Curtain during the Cold War. Although
funded by government Grant-in-Aid, the Service's editorial independence was enshrined in the BBC's
Charter, Licence and Agreement. London Calling explores the delicate balance of power that lay in the
relations between Whitehall and the World Service during the Cold War.

This book also assesses the nature and impact of the World Service's programmes on listeners living in the
Eastern bloc countries. In doing so, it traces the evolution of overseas broadcasting from Britain alongside
the political, diplomatic and fiscal challenges that the country faced right up to the Suez crisis and the 1956
Hungarian uprising. These were defining experiences for the United Kingdom's international broadcaster
that, as a consequence, helped shape and define the BBC World Service as we know it today. London
Calling is an important study for anyone interested in the media and foreign policy histories of Great Britain
or the history of the Cold War more generally.

Winner of the Longman History Today Book of the Year Award 2015
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From reader reviews:

David Munsch:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This London Calling: Britain, the BBC World
Service and the Cold War is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Chuck Deschenes:

This London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the Cold War is great publication for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the Cold War in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Dana Register:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like London Calling: Britain, the BBC
World Service and the Cold War which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Bruce Smith:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book London Calling: Britain, the BBC World
Service and the Cold War to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the Cold War
can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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