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Europe’s long sixteenth century—a period spanning the years roughly from the voyages of Columbus in the
1490s to the English Civil War in the 1640s—was an era of power struggles between avaricious and
unscrupulous princes, inquisitions and torture chambers, and religious differences of ever more violent
fervor. Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe argues that this turbulent age also laid the conceptual
foundations of our modern ideas about liberty, justice, and democracy.

Hilary Gatti shows how these ideas emerged in response to the often-violent entrenchment of monarchical
power and the fragmentation of religious authority, against the backdrop of the westward advance of Islam
and the discovery of the New World. She looks at Machiavelli’s defense of republican political liberty, and
traces how liberty became intertwined with free will and religious pluralism in the writings of Luther,
Erasmus, Jean Bodin, and Giordano Bruno. She examines how the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre and the
clash of science and religion gave rise to concepts of liberty as freedom of thought and expression. Returning
to Machiavelli and moving on to Jacques Auguste de Thou, Paolo Sarpi, and Milton, Gatti delves into
debates about the roles of parliamentary government and a free press in guaranteeing liberties.

Drawing on a breadth of canonical and lesser-known writings, Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe
reveals how an era stricken by war and injustice gave birth to a more enlightened world.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Roberts:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to
Milton. Try to face the book Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton as your
buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ollie Johnson:

The book Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton to be your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe:
From Machiavelli to Milton. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Wendell Darnell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Ideas of
Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Dan Fry:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this modern era
like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the
Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton when you essential it?
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