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Abraham Kuyper is known as the energetic Dutch Protestant social activist and public theologian of the 1898
Princeton Stone Lectures, the Lectures on Calvinism. In fact, the church was the point from which Kuyper's
concerns for society and public theology radiated. In his own words, ''The problem of the church is none
other than the problem of Christianity itself.'' The loss of state support for the church, religious pluralism,
rising nationalism, and the populist religious revivals sweeping Europe in the nineteenth century all eroded
the church's traditional supports. Dutch Protestantism faced the unprecedented prospect of ''going Dutch'';
from now on it would have to pay its own way. John Wood examines how Abraham Kuyper adapted the
Dutch church to its modern social context through a new account of the nature of the church and its social
position. The central concern of Kuyper's ecclesiology was to re-conceive the relationship between the inner
aspects of the church--the faith and commitment of the members--and the external forms of the church, such
as doctrinal confessions, sacraments, and the relationship of the church to the Dutch people and state.
Kuyper's solution was to make the church less dependent on public entities such as nation and state and more
dependent on private support, especially the good will of its members. This ecclesiology de-legitimated the
national church and helped Kuyper justify his break with the church, but it had wider effects as well. It
precipitated a change in his theology of baptism from a view of the instrumental efficacy of the sacrament to
his later doctrine of presumptive regeneration wherein the external sacrament followed, rather than preceded
and prepared for, the intenral work grace. This new ecclesiology also gave rise to his well-known public
theology; once he achieved the private church he wanted, as the Netherlands' foremost public figure, he had
to figure out how to make Christianity public again.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Flowers:

This Going Dutch in the Modern Age: Abraham Kuyper's Struggle for a Free Church in the Netherlands
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The reason of this Going Dutch in the Modern Age: Abraham Kuyper's Struggle for a Free Church in
the Netherlands (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) can be one of many great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Going Dutch in the Modern Age: Abraham
Kuyper's Struggle for a Free Church in the Netherlands (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sally McGarvey:

Going Dutch in the Modern Age: Abraham Kuyper's Struggle for a Free Church in the Netherlands (Oxford
Studies in Historical Theology) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place
every word into delight arrangement in writing Going Dutch in the Modern Age: Abraham Kuyper's Struggle
for a Free Church in the Netherlands (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) nevertheless doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Daniel Adams:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal
or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Going Dutch in the Modern Age: Abraham Kuyper's Struggle for a Free Church in the
Netherlands (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) can make you feel more interested to read.

Jackie Armstrong:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Going Dutch in the Modern Age:
Abraham Kuyper's Struggle for a Free Church in the Netherlands (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) to



make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about
book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside
that the guide Going Dutch in the Modern Age: Abraham Kuyper's Struggle for a Free Church in the
Netherlands (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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