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Fathers of Conscience examines high-court decisions in the antebellum South that involved wills in which
white male planters bequeathed property, freedom, or both to women of color and their mixed-race children.
These men, whose wills were contested by their white relatives, had used trusts and estates law to give their
slave partners and children official recognition and thus circumvent the law of slavery. The will contests that
followed determined whether that elevated status would be approved or denied by courts of law.

Bernie D. Jones argues that these will contests indicated a struggle within the elite over race, gender, and
class issues--over questions of social mores and who was truly family. Judges thus acted as umpires after a
man's death, deciding whether to permit his attempts to provide for his slave partner and family. Her analysis
of these differing judicial opinions on inheritance rights for slave partners makes an important contribution to
the literature on the law of slavery in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Fathers of
Conscience: Mixed-Race Inheritance in the Antebellum South (Studies in the Legal History of the South)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Mary Salas:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Fathers of Conscience:
Mixed-Race Inheritance in the Antebellum South (Studies in the Legal History of the South), you may tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a e-book.

Maria Ives:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Fathers of Conscience: Mixed-Race Inheritance in the
Antebellum South (Studies in the Legal History of the South) can be very good book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Hoyt Moore:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Fathers of Conscience: Mixed-Race
Inheritance in the Antebellum South (Studies in the Legal History of the South) book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still doubt Fathers of Conscience: Mixed-Race Inheritance in the Antebellum
South (Studies in the Legal History of the South) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the



content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.
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