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From the day Commodore Dewey's battleships destroyed the Spanish fleet at Manila to the closing of the
Subic Bay naval base in 1992, America and the Philippines have shared a long and tangled history. It has
been a century of war and colonialism, earnest reforms and blatant corruption, diplomatic maneuvering and
political intrigue, an era colored by dramatic events and striking personalities. In Bound to Empire,
acclaimed historian H.W. Brands gives us a brilliant account of the American involvement in the Philippines
in a sweeping narrative filled with analytical insight.
Ranging from the Spanish-American War to the fall of Ferdinand Marcos and beyond, Brands deftly weaves
together the histories of both nations as he assesses America's great experiment with empire. He leaps from
the turbulent American scene in the 1890s--the labor unrest, the panic of 1893, the emergence of
Progressivism, the growing tension with Spain--to the shores of the newly acquired colony: Dewey's
conquest of Manila, the vicious war against the Philippine insurgents, and the founding of American civilian
rule. As Brands takes us through the following century, describing the efforts to "civilize" the Filipinos, the
shaping of Philippine political practices, the impact of General MacArthur, and World War II and the Cold
War, he provides fascinating insight into the forces and institutions that made American rule what it was, and
the Republic of the Philippines what it is today. He uncovers the origins of the corruption and nepotism of
post-independence Philippine politics, as well as the ambivalence of American rule, in which liberal
principles of self-determination clashed with the desire for empire and a preoccupation first with Japan and
later with communism. The book comes right up to the present day, with an incisive account of the rise and
fall of Ferdinand Marcos, the accession (and subsequent troubles) of Corazon Aquino, the Communist
guerrilla insurgency, and the debate over the American military bases.
"Damn the Americans!" Manuel Quezon once said. "Why don't they tyrannize us more?" Indeed, as Brands
writes, American rule in the Philippines was more benign than that of any other colonial power in the Pacific
region. Yet it failed to foster a genuine democracy. This fascinating book explains why, in a perceptive
account of a century of empire and its aftermath.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Bound to Empire: The United States and the Philippines it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Allison Sala:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. Bound to Empire: The United States and the Philippines can be your answer as it can
be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Deborah Martins:

Beside this specific Bound to Empire: The United States and the Philippines in your phone, it might give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Bound to Empire: The United States and the Philippines because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!

Lester Baker:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among
the books in the top record in your reading list is Bound to Empire: The United States and the Philippines.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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