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One of the best known examples of the hagiographic novel, this is the tale of an Indian prince who becomes
aware of the world's miseries and is converted to Christianity by the monk Barlaam. Barlaam and Josaphat
(Ioasaph) were believed to have re-converted India after her lapse from conversion to Christianity, and they
were numbered among the Christian saints. Centuries ago likenesses were noticed between the life of
Josaphat and the life of the Buddha; the resemblances are in incidents, doctrine, and philosophy, and
Barlaam's rules of abstinence resemble the Buddhist monk's. But not till the mid-nineteenth century was it
recognised that, in Josaphat, the Buddha had been venerated as a Christian saint for about a thousand years.

The origin of the story of Barlaam and Ioasaph—which in itself has little peculiar to Buddhism—appears to
be a Manichaean tract produced in Central Asia. It was welcomed by the Arabs and by the Georgians. The
Greek romance of Barlaam appears separately first in the 11th century. Most of the Greek manuscripts
attribute the story to John the Monk, and it is only some later scribes who identify this John with John
Damascene (ca. 676–749). There is strong evidence in Latin and Georgian as well as Greek that it was the
Georgian Euthymius (who died in 1028) who caused the story to be translated from Georgian into Greek, the
whole being reshaped and supplemented. The Greek romance soon spread throughout Christendom, and was
translated into Latin, Old Slavonic, Armenian, and Arabic. An English version (from Latin) was used by
Shakespeare in his caskets scene in The Merchant of Venice.

David M. Lang's Introduction traces parallels between the Buddhist and Christian legends, discusses the
importance of Arabic versions, and notes influences of the Manichaean creed.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Justice:

The book Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book
Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Yolanda Nitta:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library).

Herbert Gist:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb
Classical Library) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

William Kavanaugh:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these
claims Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library).
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