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“Compelling, timely, and provocative. The writing is sleek and exhilarating. It doesn’t waste time telling us
what it will do or what it has just done—it just does it.”

—Don Kulick, Professor of Anthropology, New York University

How we can talk about sex and risk in the age of barebacking—or condomless sex—without invoking the
usual bogus and punitive clichés about gay men’s alleged low self-esteem, lack of self-control, and other
psychological “deficits”? Are there queer alternatives to psychology for thinking about the inner life of
homosexuality? What Do Gay Men Want? explores some of the possibilities.

Unlike most writers on the topic of gay men and risky sex, David Halperin liberates gay male subjectivity
from psychology, demonstrating the insidious ways in which psychology’s defining opposition between the
normal and the pathological subjects homosexuality to medical reasoning and revives a whole set of 
unexamined moral assumptions about “good” sex and “bad” sex.

In particular, Halperin champions neglected traditions of queer thought, including both literary and popular
discourses, by drawing on the work of well-known figures like Jean Genet and neglected ones like Marcel
Jouhandeau. He shows how the long history of of gay men’s uses of “abjection” can offer an alternative,
nonmoralistic model for thinking about gay male subjectivity, something which is urgently needed in the age
of barebacking.

Anyone searching for nondisciplinary ways to slow the spread of HIV/AIDS among gay men—or interested
in new modes of thinking about gay male subjectivity—should read this book.

David M. Halperin is W. H. Auden Collegiate Professor of the History and Theory of Sexuality, Professor of
English, Professor of Women’s Studies, Professor of Comparative Literature, and Adjunct Professor of
Classical Studies at the University of Michigan.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

The book What Do Gay Men Want?: An Essay on Sex, Risk, and Subjectivity can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book What Do
Gay Men Want?: An Essay on Sex, Risk, and Subjectivity? A few of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book What Do Gay Men Want?: An Essay on Sex, Risk, and Subjectivity has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide
open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ross Fletcher:

Often the book What Do Gay Men Want?: An Essay on Sex, Risk, and Subjectivity has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this book.

Ariane Swanson:

The reason why? Because this What Do Gay Men Want?: An Essay on Sex, Risk, and Subjectivity is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Shawn Howe:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book What Do Gay Men Want?: An Essay on Sex, Risk,
and Subjectivity to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication What Do Gay Men Want?: An Essay on Sex, Risk, and
Subjectivity can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
that time.
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