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When President Eisenhower referred to the "military-industrial complex" in his 1961 Farewell Address, he
summed up in a phrase the merger of government and industry that dominated the Cold War United States.
In this bold reappraisal, Katherine Epstein uncovers the origins of the military-industrial complex in the
decades preceding World War I, as the United States and Great Britain struggled to perfect a crucial new
weapon: the self-propelled torpedo.

Torpedoes threatened to upend the delicate balance among the world's naval powers, they were bought and
sold in a global marketplace, and they were cutting-edge industrial technologies. But building them required
substantial capital investments and close collaboration among scientists, engineers, businessmen, and naval
officers. To address these formidable challenges, the U.S. and British navies created a new procurement
paradigm: instead of buying finished armaments from the private sector or developing them from scratch at
public expense, they began to invest in private-sector research and development. The inventions emerging
from torpedo R&D sparked legal battles over intellectual property rights that reshaped national security law.

Torpedo blends military, legal, and business history with the history of science and technology to recast our
understanding of defense contracting and the demands of modern warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Dulac:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Torpedo? Maybe
it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Charles Anderson:

The book Torpedo gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Torpedo to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like start and read a guide Torpedo. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Janelle Coe:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top list
in your reading list is actually Torpedo. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Harvey Lee:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update
of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Torpedo when you required it?
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