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In the late 1970s, South African mental institutions were plagued with scandals about human rights abuse,
and psychiatric practitioners were accused of being agents of the apartheid state. Between 1939 and 1994,
some psychiatric practitioners supported the mandate of the racist and heteropatriarchal government and
most mental patients were treated abysmally. However, unlike studies worldwide that show that women,
homosexuals and minorities were institutionalized in far higher numbers than heterosexual men, Psychiatry,
Mental Institutions and the Mad in Apartheid South Africa reveals how in South Africa, per capita, white
heterosexual males made up the majority of patients in state institutions. The book therefore challenges the
monolithic and omnipotent view of the apartheid government and its mental health policy.

While not contesting the belief that human rights abuses occurred within South Africa’s mental health
system, Tiffany Fawn Jones argues that the disparity among practitioners and the fluidity of their beliefs,
along with the disjointed mental health infrastructure, diffused state control. More importantly, the book
shows how patients were also, to a limited extent, able to challenge the constraints of their
institutionalization. This volume places the discussions of South Africa’s mental institutions in an
international context, highlighting the role that international organizations, such as the Church of
Scientology, and political events such as the gay rights movement and the Cold War also played in shaping
mental health policy in South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Aline Moran:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Psychiatry, Mental Institutions, and the Mad in
Apartheid South Africa (African Studies). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book Psychiatry, Mental Institutions, and the Mad in
Apartheid South Africa (African Studies). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Patricia Ables:

Here thing why this Psychiatry, Mental Institutions, and the Mad in Apartheid South Africa (African Studies)
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Psychiatry, Mental Institutions, and the Mad in Apartheid
South Africa (African Studies) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no book that similar with Psychiatry, Mental Institutions, and the Mad in Apartheid
South Africa (African Studies). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Psychiatry, Mental Institutions, and the Mad in
Apartheid South Africa (African Studies) in e-book can be your substitute.

Beth Johnson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Psychiatry, Mental Institutions, and the Mad
in Apartheid South Africa (African Studies) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Julie Gibson:

This book untitled Psychiatry, Mental Institutions, and the Mad in Apartheid South Africa (African Studies)
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it
via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because



you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.
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