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The claim once made by philosophers of unique knowledge of the essence of humanity and society has fallen
into disrepute. Neither Platonic forms, divine revelation nor metaphysical truth can serve as the ground for
legitimating social and political norms. On the political level many seem to agree that democracy doesn’t
need foundations. Nor are its citizens expected to discuss the worth of their comprehensive conceptions of
the good life. According to Rawls, for example, we have to accept that “politics in a democratic society can
never be guided by what we see as the whole truth (…)”. (1993: 243) And yet we still call upon truth when
we participate in defining the basic structure our society and argue why our opinions, beliefs and preferences
need to be taken seriously. We do not think that our views need to be taken into account by others because
they are our views, but because we think they are true. If in a democratic society citizens have to deal with
the challenge of affirming their claims as true, we need to analyse the precise relationship between truth and
democracy. Does truth matter to democracy and if so, what is the place of truth in democratic politics? How
can citizens affirm the truth of their claims and accept - at the same time - that their truth is just one amongst
many? Our book centers on the role of the public sphere in these pressing questions. It tries to give a
comprehensive answer to these questions from the perspective of the main approaches of contemporary
democratic theory: deliberative democracy, political pragmatism and liberalism. A confrontation of these
approaches, will result in a more encompassing philosophical understanding of our plural democracy, which
– in this era of globalization – is more complex than ever before. Because a good understanding of the
function, meaning and shortcomings of the public sphere is essential to answering these questions, a good
deal of the book addresses these issues. Historically, after all, the idea that citizens have to engage each other
in discussion in order to determine the structure and goals of society, is connected to the rational ideal of a
public sphere where conflicting views can be expressed, formed, and transformed. But hasn’t the collective
decision making in which everyone participates on an equal footing turned out to be a deceptive ideal or a
simple illusion? Not every individual in society has equal access to the podium. Furthermore, power, being
an inevitable feature of the public sphere, seems to permanently endanger its democratic value. Moreover,
the existence of this sphere depends on a specific ethos and particular public spaces where citizens are called
upon to present themselves as citizens, as people taking responsibility for their society. It is not clear whether
this ethos and these spaces exist at all, and if so, if they preserved their ascribed capacity for constituting
‘democratic’ truth? By answering these questions we expect to deepen our understanding of the relation
between truth and democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremiah Burroughs:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Does Truth Matter?.
All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Lawrence Scuderi:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Does Truth Matter? ended up being making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The guide Does Truth Matter? is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship while using book Does Truth Matter?. You never really feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Dana Register:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be Does Truth Matter?.

Christopher Arnold:

This Does Truth Matter? is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Does Truth Matter? can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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