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The Battle of Tom’s Brook, recalled one Confederate soldier, was “the greatest disaster that ever befell our
cavalry during the whole war.” The fight took place during the last autumn of the Civil War, when the Union
General Phil Sheridan vowed to turn the crop-rich Shenandoah Valley into “a desert.” Farms and homes
were burned, livestock slaughtered, and Southern families suffered.

The story of the Tom’s Brook cavalry affair centers on two young men who had risen to prominence as
soldiers: George A. Custer and Thomas L. Rosser. They had been fast friends since their teenage days at
West Point, but the war sent them down separate paths?Custer to the Union army and Rosser to the
Confederacy. Each was a born warrior who took obvious joy in the exhilaration of battle. Each possessed
almost all of the traits of the ideal cavalryman?courage, intelligence, physical strength, inner-fire. Only their
judgment was questionable.

Their separate paths converged in the Shenandoah Valley in the summer of 1864, when Custer was ordered
to destroy, and Rosser was ordered to stop him. For three days, Rosser’s gray troopers pursued and attacked
the Federals. On the fourth day, October 9, the tables turned in the open fields above Tom’s Brook, where
each ambitious friend sought his own advancement at the expense of the other. One capitalized upon every
advantage fate threw before him, while the other, sure of his abilities in battle and eager to fight, attempted to
impose his will on unfavorable circumstances and tempted fate by inviting catastrophe. This long-overlooked
cavalry action had a lasting effect on mounted operations and influenced the balance of the campaign in the
Valley.

Based upon extensive research in primary documents and gracefully written, award-winning author William
J. Miller’s Decision at Tom’s Brook presents significant new material on Thomas Rosser, and argues that his
character was his destiny. Rosser’s decision-making that day changed his life and the lives of hundreds of
other men. Miller’s new study is Civil War history and high personal drama at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Prinz:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Decision at Tom's Brook: George Custer, Tom
Rosser, and the Joy of the Fight. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important the book Decision at Tom's Brook: George Custer, Tom Rosser, and the Joy of
the Fight. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Alexander Ratcliff:

The book Decision at Tom's Brook: George Custer, Tom Rosser, and the Joy of the Fight can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book Decision at Tom's Brook: George Custer, Tom Rosser, and the Joy of the Fight? A
few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Decision at Tom's Brook: George Custer,
Tom Rosser, and the Joy of the Fight has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Edmond Pounds:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Decision at Tom's Brook: George Custer,
Tom Rosser, and the Joy of the Fight can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Macie Austin:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Decision at Tom's Brook: George Custer, Tom
Rosser, and the Joy of the Fight to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and study it. Beside that the reserve Decision at Tom's Brook: George Custer, Tom Rosser, and the Joy



of the Fight can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
their time.
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