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Traditionally, scholars have traced the origin of Christianity to a single source—the kingdom of God as
represented in the message of the historical Jesus. Through a rhetorical critical analysis of one of the most
important texts in early Christian literature (the Beelzebul controversy), Michael L. Humphries addresses the
issue of Christian origins, demonstrating how the language of the kingdom of God is best understood
according to its locative or taxonomic effect where the demarcation of social and cultural boundaries
contributes to the emergence of this new social foundation.

The Beelzebul controversy exists in two versions— Q and Mark—and thereby allows the study to engage the
import of the kingdom language at the point of juxtaposition between two distinct textual representations.
This makes it possible to deal directly with the issue of the disparity of texts in the synoptic tradition.
Humphries suggests that these two versions of the same controversy indicate two distinct social trajectories
wherein the kingdom of God comes to mean something quite different in each case but that nevertheless they
demonstrate a similarity in theoretical effect where the language contributes to the emergence of relatively
distinct social formations.

Humphries establishes the Q and Markan versions of the Beelzebul controversy as relatively sophisticated
compositions that are formally identified as elaborate chreiai (a literary form used in the teaching of rhetoric
at the secondary and post-secondary level of GrecoRoman education) and that offer an excellent example of
the rhetorical manipulation of language in the development of social and cultural identity.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Christian Origins and the
Language of the Kingdom of God book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Joseph Taylor:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Christian Origins and the Language of the
Kingdom of God, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Nathan Hutchison:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Christian Origins and the Language of the
Kingdom of God e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation
Christian Origins and the Language of the Kingdom of God as good book but not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Malcolm Thurmond:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Christian Origins and the Language of the
Kingdom of God can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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