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The new musical theatre of Stephen Sondheim shuns the traditional story of love triumphant, probing instead
the more disturbing issues of contemporary life.

Confident that the musical is America’s greatest original contribution to theatre, Joanne Gordon explicates
the works of Sondheim to repudiate the common perception of the genre as mere escapist entertainment.

Gordon notes that Sondheim tackles real themes, that he has no fear of introducing pain, trauma, and
complex ideas onto the Broadway stage. Tracing Sondheim’s career from his initial success as lyricist for
West Side Story and Gypsy to the opening of Into the Woods, Gordon demonstrates that the value of
Sondheim’s work obviously lies in its seriousness of theme coupled with its disturbing content; less obvious,
but equally important, is Sondheim’s innovative use of form.

From A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum through Anyone Can Whistle, Company, Follies, A
Little Night Music, Pacific Overtures, Sweeney Todd, Merrily We Roll Along, Sunday in the Park with
George, and Into the Woods, Sondheim’s music and lyrics prove to be inextricably woven into the fabric of
the entire work. Both music and lyrics, Gordon stresses, "grow out of the dramatic idea inherent in the
show’s concept and themselves become part of the drama that previous theatre songs would only reflect."

Sondheim, Gordon notes, asks much of an audience that may not want to be challenged. In short, to enjoy a
Sondheim play, the audience must participate intellectually. The audience willing to expend the effort will
not be cheated, Gordon insists, because Sondheim, throughout his career, has demonstrated that "musical
theatre can be serious, poignant, and still exhilarating."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

The book Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Art Isn't Easy: The
Achievement of Stephen Sondheim? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So
it is very wonderful.

Geraldine Matson:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim book is readable by
means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such
as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim is not loveable
to be your top collection reading book?

Suzanne Palmer:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim this e-book consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Dorcas Rogers:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we



know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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