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In 1812, New Hampshire shopkeeper Timothy M. Joy abandoned his young family, fleeing the creditors who
threatened to imprison him. Within days, he found himself in a Massachusetts jailhouse, charged with
defamation of a prominent politician. During the months of his incarceration, Joy kept a remarkable journal
that recounts his personal, anguished path toward spiritual redemption. Martin J. Hershock situates Joy's
account in the context of the pugnacious politics of the early republic, giving context to a common citizen's
perspective on partisanship and the fate of an unfortunate shopkeeper swept along in the transition to market
capitalism.

In addition to this close-up view of an ordinary person's experience of a transformative period, Hershock
reflects on his own work as a historian. In the final chapter, he discusses the value of diaries as historical
sources, the choices he made in telling Joy's story, alternative interpretations of the diary, and other contexts
in which he might have placed Joy's experiences. The appendix reproduces Joy's original journal so that
readers can develop their own skills using a primary source.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Grossi:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this A New England Prison Diary: Slander,
Religion, and Markets in Early America e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America as good book not
just by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its
handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Randall Yang:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be read. A New
England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America can be your answer given it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

James Thrasher:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America offer
you a new experience in looking at a book.

Jamie Leal:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion,
and Markets in Early America to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a
book and examine it. Beside that the guide A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in
Early America can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of their time.
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