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Recent decades have shown the public's support for government plummet alongside political leaders’
credibility. This downward spiral calls for an exploration of what has gone wrong. The questions, "What is
government good at?" and "What is government not good at?" are critical ones - and their answers should be
the basis for good public policy and public administration.

In What Is Government Good At?, Donald Savoie argues that politicians and public servants are good at
generating and avoiding blame, playing to a segment of the population to win the next election, embracing
and defending the status quo, adding management layers and staff, keeping ministers out of trouble,
responding to demands from the prime minister and his office, and managing a complex, prime minister-
centred organization. Conversely, they are not as good at defining the broader public interest, providing and
recognizing evidence-based policy advice, managing human and financial resources with efficiency and
frugality, innovating and reforming itself, being accountable to Parliament and to citizens, dealing with non-
performers, paying sufficient attention to service delivery, and implementing and evaluating the impact of
policies and programs.

With wide implications for representative democracy, What Is Government Good At? is a persuasive
analysis of an approach to government that has opened the door to those with the resources to influence
policy and decision-making while leaving average citizens on the outside looking in.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

The knowledge that you get from What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific What Is
Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer instantly.

Terrance Hutchins:

This book untitled What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Jeanie Clark:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Ann Walsh:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list will be What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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