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Roger A. Crockett's comprehensive overview of Friedrich Durrenmatt's dramatic and narrative oeuvre
reveals the international importance of one of Switzerland's most talented and scandalous playwrights.
Durrenmatt gained fame beyond the Swiss borders in the early 1950s with the serialized detective novel "The
Judge and His Hangman" and a series of radio dramas. His worldwide acclaim, however, rests largely on two
dramas that have been canonized and anthologized as 20th-century classics of the world stage: "The Visit"
(1956) and "The Physicist" (1962). In "Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt", Crockett treats the acclaimed
masterworks as well as the failures, following Durrenmatt's conviction that the latter are often as revealing
about an author as the former. In addition to his thorough appraisal of Durrenmatt's dramatic canon, Crockett
also provides careful readings of the dramatist's prose works. This introductory volume explores the
playwright's chaotic universe, where God has retreated beyond the stars and where blind change is the real
prime mover, justice is corruptible, ideologies useless and tragedy no longer possible. Yet despite the
overriding pessimism of Durrenmatt's "Weltanschauung", the author argues that the playwright remains a
genial master of comedy. Through the laughter he allows his reader to see that all is not lost, that there are
virtues worth fighting for, and that there are still courageous Don Quixotes worthy of the title "hero".
Crockett contends that as a theorist of the modern German stage, Durrenmatt stands toe to toe with Bertolt
Brecht.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Wood:

The book Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American
Literature) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the good thing like a book Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern
European and Latin American Literature)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American
Literature) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jack Harbin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern
European and Latin American Literature) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Marlys Wieland:

This Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature)
is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern
European and Latin American Literature) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Amanda Garcia:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt
(Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature) to make your reading is interesting. Your



own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the book Understanding
Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature) can to be your brand
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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