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Humans live in landscapes of make-believe. We spin fantasies. We devour novels, films, and plays. Even
sporting events and criminal trials unfold as narratives. Yet the world of story has long remained an
undiscovered and unmapped country. It’s easy to say that humans are “wired” for story, but why?

In this delightful and original book, Jonathan Gottschall offers the first unified theory of storytelling. He
argues that stories help us navigate life’s complex social problems—just as flight simulators prepare pilots
for difficult situations. Storytelling has evolved, like other behaviors, to ensure our survival.

Drawing on the latest research in neuroscience, psychology, and evolutionary biology, Gottschall tells us
what it means to be a storytelling animal. Did you know that the more absorbed you are in a story, the more
it changes your behavior? That all children act out the same kinds of stories, whether they grow up in a slum
or a suburb? That people who read more fiction are more empathetic?

Of course, our story instinct has a darker side. It makes us vulnerable to conspiracy theories, advertisements,
and narratives about ourselves that are more “truthy” than true. National myths can also be terribly
dangerous: Hitler’s ambitions were partly fueled by a story.

But as Gottschall shows in this remarkable book, stories can also change the world for the better. Most
successful stories are moral—they teach us how to live, whether explicitly or implicitly, and bind us together
around common values. We know we are master shapers of story. The Storytelling Animal finally reveals
how stories shape us.
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From reader reviews:

Gerardo Whittaker:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Storytelling Animal: How
Stories Make Us Human will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with
you?

Salvador Swain:

The particular book The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

Edward Bastian:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Storytelling Animal: How
Stories Make Us Human, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Bryan Lewis:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human this guide consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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