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The 1850s offered the last remotely feasible chance for the United States to steer clear of Civil War. Yet
fundamental differences between North and South about slavery and the meaning of freedom caused political
conflicts to erupt again and again throughout the decade as the country lurched toward secession and war.

With their grudging acceptance of the Compromise of 1850 and the election of Franklin Pierce as president
in 1852, most Americans hoped that sectional strife and political upheaval had come to an end. Extremists in
both North and South, abolitionists and secessionists, testified to the prevailing air of complacency by their
shared frustration over having failed to bring on some sort of conflict. Both sets of zealots wondered what it
would take to convince the masses that the other side still menaced their respective visions of liberty. And, as
new divisive issues emerged in national politics-with slavery still standing as the major obstacle-compromise
seemed more elusive than ever.

As the decade progressed, battle lines hardened. The North grew more hostile to slavery while the South
seized every opportunity to spread it. "Immigrant Aid Societies" flourished in the North, raising money, men,
and military supplies to secure a free soil majority in Kansas. Southerners flocked to the territory in an effort
to fight off antislavery. After his stirring vilification of the institution of slavery, Massachusetts senator
Charles Sumner was brutally attacked on the floor of the United States Senate. Congress, whose function
was to peacefully resolve disputes, became an armed camp, with men in both houses and from both sections
arming themselves within the capitol building. In October 1858, Senator William Henry Seward said that the
nation was headed for an "irrepressible conflict." In spite of the progress ushered in by the decade's
enormous economic growth, the country was self destructing.

The Shattering of the Union: America in the 1850s is a concise, readable analysis and survey of t
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From reader reviews:

Robert Riggio:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Shattering of the Union: America in the
1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Barbara Norwood:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Shattering of the Union: America in
the 1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) book since this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Stacia Cobb:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The Shattering of the Union: America in the 1850s (The
American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Shattering of the Union: America in the
1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Susan Munoz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Shattering of the
Union: America in the 1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era).
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