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How should our most intimate personal relationships be governed in a liberal society? Should the state
encourage a particular model of family life, or support individuals in their pursuit of personal happiness? To
what extent do people have the right to shape the lives of their offspring? This book examines the questions
at the heart of family law, rethinking the ideas that shape our understanding of the family as a social unit, its
purpose, and the obligations and rights that belong to family members.

The book explores how the governance of personal relationships has depended on the exercise of power,
from the traditional assumptions of patriarchy, where the male head of the family enjoyed full control over
his dependents and descendents, to the ideology of welfarism, where state institutions protect the interests of
the vulnerable at the expense of their close relations. Emerging from these conflicting ideologies comes
today's rights-based culture, where traditional expectations for behavior within a family sit within a new
emphasis on the ability of minorities and traditional dependents to determine the shape of their own lives.

Against this background of shifting power relations, the book explores the interrelationship between the legal
regulation of people's personal lives and the values of friendship, truth, respect and responsibility. In doing
this, a variety of controversial issues are examined in the light of those values: including the legal regulation
of gay and unmarried heterosexual relationships; freedom of procreation; state supervision over the exercise
of parenthood; the role of fault in divorce law; the way parenthood is allocated; the rights and responsibilities
of parents to control their children; the place of religion in the family; the rights of separated partners
regarding property and of separated parents regarding their children. Throughout, the book offers a new
picture of the intimacy at the centre of personal relationships and argues that only by understanding this
intimacy, and its role in human happiness, can we arrive at a true framework for respecting, and governing,
the personal lives of other people.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

The book Family Law and Personal Life gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Family Law and Personal Life to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book Family
Law and Personal Life. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Inocencia Hensley:

This Family Law and Personal Life is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal
it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Family Law and
Personal Life in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Jerry Lyon:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Family Law and Personal Life can give you a lot of pals
because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Family Law and Personal Life.

Carol Stripling:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the book
Family Law and Personal Life we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being
creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Family Law and Personal Life. You can more desirable
than now.
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