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The author of Reading the OED presents an eye-opening look at language “mistakes” and how they
came to be accepted as correct—or not.

English is a glorious mess of a language, cobbled together from a wide variety of sources and syntaxes, and
changing over time with popular usage. Many of the words and usages we embrace as standard and correct
today were at first considered slang, impolite, or just plain wrong.

Whether you consider yourself a stickler, a nitpicker, or a rule-breaker in the know, Bad English is sure to
enlighten, enrage, and perhaps even inspire. Filled with historic and contemporary examples, the book
chronicles the long and entertaining history of language mistakes, and features some of our most common
words and phrases, including:

Decimate
Hopefully
Enormity
That/which
Enervate/energize
Bemuse/amuse
Literally/figuratively
Ain’t Irregardless
Socialist
OMG
Stupider

Lively, surprising, funny, and delightfully readable, this is a book that will settle arguments among word
lovers—and it’s sure to start a few, too.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wild:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Bad English: A History of Linguistic
Aggravation will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with
you?

Danny Exum:

The book Bad English: A History of Linguistic Aggravation can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Bad English: A History of
Linguistic Aggravation? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Bad
English: A History of Linguistic Aggravation has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Frank Bullard:

The knowledge that you get from Bad English: A History of Linguistic Aggravation could be the more deep
you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Bad English: A History of Linguistic Aggravation giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Bad English: A
History of Linguistic Aggravation instantly.

Margaret Wynkoop:

Often the book Bad English: A History of Linguistic Aggravation will bring one to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to study, this book very suited to you. The book Bad English: A History of Linguistic Aggravation is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.
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