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In this first substantial study of Emily Dickinson's devotion to flowers and gardening, Judith Farr seeks to
join both poet and gardener in one creative personality. She casts new light on Dickinson's temperament, her
aesthetic sensibility, and her vision of the relationship between art and nature, revealing that the successful
gardener's intimate understanding of horticulture helped shape the poet's choice of metaphors for every
experience: love and hate, wickedness and virtue, death and immortality.

Gardening, Farr demonstrates, was Dickinson's other vocation, more public than the making of poems but
analogous and closely related to it. Over a third of Dickinson's poems and nearly half of her letters allude
with passionate intensity to her favorite wildflowers, to traditional blooms like the daisy or gentian, and to
the exotic gardenias and jasmines of her conservatory. Each flower was assigned specific connotations by the
nineteenth century floral dictionaries she knew; thus, Dickinson's association of various flowers with friends,
family, and lovers, like the tropes and scenarios presented in her poems, establishes her participation in the
literary and painterly culture of her day. A chapter, "Gardening with Emily Dickinson" by Louise Carter,
cites family letters and memoirs to conjecture the kinds of flowers contained in the poet's indoor and outdoor
gardens. Carter hypothesizes Dickinson's methods of gardening, explaining how one might grow her flowers
today.

Beautifully illustrated and written with verve, The Gardens of Emily Dickinson will provide pleasure and
insight to a wide audience of scholars, admirers of Dickinson's poetry, and garden lovers everywhere.
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Reviews of this book:



In this first major study of our beloved poet Dickinson's devotion to gardening, Farr shows us that like
poetry, gardening was her daily passion, her spiritual sustenance, and her literary inspiration...Rather than
speaking generally about Dickinson's gardening habits, as other articles on the subject have done, Farr
immerses the reader in a stimulating and detailed discussion of the flowers Dickinson grew, collected, and
eulogized...The result is an intimate study of Dickinson that invites readers to imagine the floral landscapes
that she saw, both in and out of doors, and to re-create those landscapes by growing the same flowers (the
final chapter is chock-full of practical gardening tips).
--Maria Kochis, Library Journal

Reviews of this book:
This is a beautiful book on heavy white paper with rich reproductions of Emily Dickinson's favorite flowers,
including sheets from the herbarium she kept as a young girl. But which came first, the flowers or the
poems? So intertwined are Dickinson's verses with her life in flowers that they seem to be the lens through
which she saw the world. In her day (1830-86), many people spoke 'the language of flowers.' Judith Farr
shows how closely the poet linked certain flowers with her few and beloved friends: jasmine with editor
Samuel Bowles, Crown Imperial with Susan Gilbert, heliotrope with Judge Otis Lord and day lilies with her
image of herself. The Belle of Amherst, Mass., spent most of her life on 14 acres behind her father's house
on Main Street. Her gardens were full of scented flowers and blossoming trees. She sent notes with nosegays
and bouquets to neighbors instead of appearing in the flesh. Flowers were her messengers. Resisting
digressions into the world of Dickinson scholarship, Farr stays true to her purpose, even...
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Gardens of Emily
Dickinson. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Wendy Miller:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guardería until university need this The Gardens of Emily Dickinson to read.

Nicol Thomas:

Here thing why this The Gardens of Emily Dickinson are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. The Gardens of Emily Dickinson giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Gardens of Emily
Dickinson. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Gardens of Emily Dickinson in e-book can be your alternate.

Christopher Dixon:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication The Gardens of Emily Dickinson was filled about science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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