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With distrust between the political parties running deep and Congress divided, the government of the United
States goes to war. The war is waged without adequately preparing the means to finance it or readying
suitable contingency plans to contend with its unanticipated complications. The executive branch suffers
from managerial confusion and in-fighting. The military invades a foreign country, expecting to be greeted
as liberators, but encounters stiff, unwelcome resistance. The conflict drags on longer than predicted. It ends
rather inconclusively—or so it seems in its aftermath.

Sound familiar? This all happened two hundred years ago.

What So Proudly We Hailed looks at the War of 1812 in part through the lens of today's America. On the
bicentennial of that formative yet largely forgotten period in U.S. history, this provocative book asks: What
did Americans learn—and not learn—from the experience? What instructive parallels and distinctions can be
drawn with more recent events? How did it shape the nation?

Exploring issues ranging from party politics to sectional schisms, distant naval battles to the burning of
Washington, and citizens' civil liberties to the fate of Native Americans caught in the struggle, these essays
speak to the complexity and unpredictability of a war that many assumed would be brief and straightforward.
What emerges is a revealing perspective on a problematic "war of choice"—the nation's first, but one with
intriguing implications for others, including at least one in the present century.

Although the War of 1812 may have faded from modern memory, the conflict left important legacies, both in
its immediate wake and in later years. In its own time, the war was transformative. To this day, however,
some of the fundamental challenges that confronted U.S. policymakers two centuries ago still resonate. How
much should a free society regularly invest in national defense? Should the expense be defrayed through new
taxes? Is it possible for profound partisan disagreements to stop "at the water's edge"? What are the
constitutional limits of executive powers in wartime? How, exactly, should the government treat dissenters,
especially when many are suspected of giving aid and comfort to an enemy? As Americans continue to
reflect on their country and its role in the world, these questions remain as relevant now as they were then.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide What So Proudly We Hailed: Essays on
the Contemporary Meaning of the War of 1812 will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suited book with you?

Ruby Sprankle:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this What So Proudly We Hailed: Essays on the
Contemporary Meaning of the War of 1812 book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Christopher Arredondo:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
What So Proudly We Hailed: Essays on the Contemporary Meaning of the War of 1812 your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The What So Proudly We Hailed: Essays on the Contemporary
Meaning of the War of 1812 giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning
a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Leroy Mallett:

The book untitled What So Proudly We Hailed: Essays on the Contemporary Meaning of the War of 1812
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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