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"A witty, engaging narrative style....[Robb's] approach is particularly engrossing."—New York Times Book
Review, front-page review.

A narrative of exploration—full of strange landscapes and even stranger inhabitants—that explains the
enduring fascination of France. While Gustave Eiffel was changing the skyline of Paris, large parts of France
were still terra incognita. Even in the age of railways and newspapers, France was a land of ancient tribal
divisions, prehistoric communication networks, and pre-Christian beliefs. French itself was a minority
language.

Graham Robb describes that unknown world in arresting narrative detail. He recounts the epic journeys of
mapmakers, scientists, soldiers, administrators, and intrepid tourists, of itinerant workers, pilgrims, and
herdsmen with their millions of migratory domestic animals. We learn how France was explored, charted,
and colonized, and how the imperial influence of Paris was gradually extended throughout a kingdom of
isolated towns and villages.

The Discovery of France explains how the modern nation came to be and how poorly understood that nation
still is today. Above all, it shows how much of France—past and present—remains to be discovered. A New
York Times Notable Book, Publishers Weekly Best Book, Slate Best Book, and Booklist Editor's Choice.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Jennings:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The
Discovery of France: A Historical Geography? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Brandon Francis:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Discovery of France: A Historical
Geography book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Derek Clancy:

This The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography is great reserve for you because the content that is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt in which?

Hilary Winters:

Beside this kind of The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
and also read it from right now!
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