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It was among the most notorious criminal cases of its day. On August 11, 1921, in Birmingham, Alabama, a
Methodist minister named Edwin Stephenson shot and killed a Catholic priest, James Coyle, in broad
daylight and in front of numerous witnesses. The killer's motive? The priest had married Stephenson's
eighteen-year-old daughter Ruth to Pedro Gussman, a Puerto Rican migrant and practicing Catholic.

Sharon Davies's Rising Road resurrects the murder of Father Coyle and the trial of his killer. As Davies
reveals with novelistic richness, Stephenson's crime laid bare the most potent bigotries of the age: a hatred
not only of blacks, but of Catholics and "foreigners" as well. In one of the case's most unexpected turns, the
minister hired future U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black to lead his defense. Though regarded later in
life as a civil rights champion, in 1921 Black was just months away from donning the robes of the Ku Klux
Klan, the secret order that financed Stephenson's defense. Entering a plea of temporary insanity, Black
defended the minister on claims that the Catholics had robbed Ruth away from her true Protestant faith, and
that her Puerto Rican husband was actually black.

Placing the story in social and historical context, Davies brings this heinous crime and its aftermath back to
life, in a brilliant and engrossing examination of the wages of prejudice and a trial that shook the nation at
the height of Jim Crow.

"Davies takes us deep into the dark heart of the Jim Crow South, where she uncovers a searing story of love,
faith, bigotry and violence. Rising Road is a history so powerful, so compelling it stays with you long after
you've finished its final page."
--Kevin Boyle, author of the National Book Award-winning Arc of Justice

"This gripping history...has all the makings of a Hollywood movie. Drama aside, Rising Road also happens
to be a fine work of history."
--History News Network
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From reader reviews:

William Painter:

The book Rising Road: A True Tale of Love, Race, and Religion in America gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Rising Road: A True Tale of Love, Race, and Religion in America to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Rising Road: A True Tale of Love, Race,
and Religion in America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Elizabeth Webster:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Rising Road: A True Tale of Love,
Race, and Religion in America. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Walter Feuerstein:

The guide with title Rising Road: A True Tale of Love, Race, and Religion in America includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Pamela Dodge:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Rising Road: A True
Tale of Love, Race, and Religion in America which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.
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