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Nazi Germany's fall is regularly depicted through the dual images of Adolf Hitler directing the final battle
for Berlin from his claustrophobic Fuhrerbunker, and the subsequent Soviet victory immortalized by the
flying of the 'Hammer and Sickle' over the burnt-out Reichstag. This popular view, that Germany's last battle
of World War II was a deliberate, yet fatalistic, defense of Berlin planned and conducted by Hitler, is largely
a historically inaccurate depiction that fits a popularized characterization of the Third Reich's end. Germany's
final battle began when Generaloberst Gotthard Heinrici took command of Heeresgruppe Weichsel (Army
Group Vistula) on 20 March 1945, not when the massive Soviet offensive intended to capture Berlin was
launched on 16 April. Heinrici, not Hitler, decided that there was only one strategic course left for Germany-
hold the Soviets back along the Oder Front long enough to entice the Western Allies across the Elbe River.
Heinrici knew two things: the war was lost and what remained of Germany was destined for postwar Soviet
occupation. His intent was that a protracted defense along the Oder Front would force General Eisenhower to
order the Western Allies into the postwar Soviet Zone of Occupation outlined in the Top Secret Allied Plan
known as 'Eclipse', thereby sparing millions of Germans in the east the dismal fate of Soviet vengeance
everyone knew was at hand. Berlin, Heinrici ordered, would not be defended. The capital of Germany would
not become another 'Stalingrad' as Heinrici told his subordinates. A decision by OKW on 23 April to defend
Berlin in a final decisive battle forced Heinrici into direct conflict with his superiors over the conduct of
operations along the Oder Front -a conflict that undermined his capability to defend against the Soviets and
ultimately cost Heinrici his command.In a companion volume to his successful and highly-regarded study of
the Soviet assault on the city of Berlin, 'Bloody Streets', author A. Stephan Hamilton describes the planning
and execution of the defense of the Oder Front, reconstructing it day-by-day using previously unpublished
personal diaries, postwar interviews, Heeresgruppe Weichsel's war diary and daily command phone logs.
Operations of the 3.Panzer Armee, 9.Armee, 12.Armee, and 21.Armee are covered in detail, with their unit
movements depicted on over 60 wartime operational maps. The narrative is supported by an extensive
selection of appendices, including translations of postwar narratives relating to Heeresgruppe Weichsel
penned by senior German officers, biographical notes on notable officers of the Heeresgruppe, and highly
detailed orders of battles. In addition to a number of b/w photographs, this study features 64 pages of
operational maps reproduced in full color.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morgan:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Oder Front 1945: Generaloberst Gotthard Heinrici, Heeresgruppe Weichsel and
Germany's Final Defense in the East, 20 March-4 May 1945 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Lorretta Cox:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Oder Front 1945: Generaloberst Gotthard Heinrici, Heeresgruppe Weichsel and Germany's Final
Defense in the East, 20 March-4 May 1945.

Elvis Harris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Oder Front 1945: Generaloberst Gotthard Heinrici, Heeresgruppe
Weichsel and Germany's Final Defense in the East, 20 March-4 May 1945 this e-book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

James Hudson:

Beside that Oder Front 1945: Generaloberst Gotthard Heinrici, Heeresgruppe Weichsel and Germany's Final
Defense in the East, 20 March-4 May 1945 in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Oder Front



1945: Generaloberst Gotthard Heinrici, Heeresgruppe Weichsel and Germany's Final Defense in the East, 20
March-4 May 1945 because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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