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The seeds of irreverent humour that inspired the likes of The Wayne and Shuster Hour and Monty Python
were sown in the trenches of the First World War, and The Dumbells—concert parties made up of fighting
soldiers—were central to this process. Soldiers of Song tells their story.

Lucky soldiers who could sing a song, perform a skit, or pass as a “lady,” were taken from the line and put
onstage for the benefit of their soldier-audiences. The intent was to bolster morale and thereby help soldiers
survive the war.

The Dumbells’ popularity was not limited to troop shows along the trenches. The group managed a run in
London’s West End and became the first ever Canadian production to score a hit on Broadway. Touring
Canada for some twelve years after the war, the Dumbells became a household name and made more than
twenty-five audio recordings. If nationhood was won on the crest of Vimy Ridge, it was the Dumbells who
provided the country with its earliest soundtrack. Pioneers of sketch comedy, the Dumbells are as important
to the history of Canadian theatre as they are to the cultural history of early-twentieth-century Canada.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Haag:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other
Canadian Concert Parties of the First World War book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Michelle Gilbert:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition details. Even you love Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert
Parties of the First World War, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Martin Norwood:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and
Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World War publication written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still skepticism Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First
World War as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break
don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Nancy Chinn:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other
Canadian Concert Parties of the First World War can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out
this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Soldiers of Song: The Dumbells and Other Canadian Concert Parties of the First World War.
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