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Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) was a mathematician and astronomer who formulated a comprehensive
heliocentric model which placed the Sun, rather than the Earth, at the center of the universe, contrary to the
prevailing thought at his time which placed the Earth at the center.

The publication of Copernicus' book, De revolutionibus orbium coelestium (On the Revolutions of the
Celestial Spheres), just before his death in 1543, is considered a major event in the history of science.

This eBook briefly tells the life of Copernicus and explains his key theories: that the rotation of the Earth
causes the apparent daily motion of the objects in the sky, not that the universe rotates around the Earth; that
the motion of the planets is better explained with the Sun at the center and the Earth and planets rotating
around the sun, rather than the Sun, planets, and stars rotating around the earth; that the sometimes-
retrograde motion of Mars is an illusion due to the Earth rotating around the Sun faster than Mars does, not
that Mars actually reverses its travel.

Although Copernicus correctly deduced that the planets rotate around the Sun, he retained the idea that the
orbits were circles. This concept was later overturned by Kepler, who computed that the orbits were elliptical
based on accurate measurements of the planets' positions in the sky that were made by Tycho Brahe. (See the
volumes about Kepler and Brahe in this eBook series on Great Astronomers.)

This is one chapter from Great Astronomers by Sir Richard S. Ball (2nd edition, 1907).
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From reader reviews:

Janelle Smith:

This Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus can be one of
many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Dorothy Stanek:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.

Mike Hart:

You will get this Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Barbara McGowan:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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