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An original and exciting approach to the theatre of the absurd.

This study considers the ways playwrights draw meaning from emptiness. With reference to actual
performances of dramatic works, Les Essif examines drama associated with nonrealistic movement known as
theatre of the absurd, focusing on the ways dramatists create an impression of emptiness not only on the
stage but also in the body and mind of the central character. Essif makes a case for the meta-dramatic fusion
of stage and character.

Empty Figure on an Empty Stage begins with a discussion of philosophical, socio-cultural, and theatrical
implications of emptiness. Bringing together pioneers in theatre phenomenology Bert O. States and Stanton
B. Garner, Jr., with theatrical thinkers Antonin Artaud and Gordon Craig, and socio-aesthetic thinkers
Mikhail Bakhtin and Theodore Adorno, Essif formulates a fresh approach to drama and performance and
presents an overview of the evolution of "empty" characters and "empty" space in Western drama. After
examining Samuel Beckett’s drama and performance, Essif studies works of other dramatists of this
generation, primarily from France (Ionesco, Vian, Dubillard, Obaldia), but also from other Western national
cultures (Bernhard, Pinter, Stoppard, Handke, Shepard). He supports his thesis with photographs of works of
art as well as scenes from theatrical performances of the plays in question.

Les Essif is Associate Professor of Modern Languages and Literatures at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville.

Drama and Performance Studies?Timothy Wiles, general editor

July 2001
272 pages, 18 b&w photos, 6 1/8 x 9 1/4, index, append.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Stevens:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Empty
Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His, it is possible to tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Grady Comer:

The publication untitled Empty Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His is the
guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Empty Figure on an
Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Barbara Kelley:

This Empty Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His is great book for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Empty Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

William Rockwood:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Empty Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of
Samuel Beckett and His can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you
have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by



knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Empty Figure on an
Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His.
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