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In Segregating Sound, Karl Hagstrom Miller argues that the categories that we have inherited to think and
talk about southern music bear little relation to the ways that southerners long played and heard music.
Focusing on the late nineteenth century and the early twentieth, Miller chronicles how southern music—a
fluid complex of sounds and styles in practice—was reduced to a series of distinct genres linked to particular
racial and ethnic identities. The blues were African American. Rural white southerners played country music.
By the 1920s, these depictions were touted in folk song collections and the catalogs of “race” and “hillbilly”
records produced by the phonograph industry. Such links among race, region, and music were new. Black
and white artists alike had played not only blues, ballads, ragtime, and string band music, but also nationally
popular sentimental ballads, minstrel songs, Tin Pan Alley tunes, and Broadway hits.

In a cultural history filled with musicians, listeners, scholars, and business people, Miller describes how
folklore studies and the music industry helped to create a “musical color line,” a cultural parallel to the
physical color line that came to define the Jim Crow South. Segregated sound emerged slowly through the
interactions of southern and northern musicians, record companies that sought to penetrate new markets
across the South and the globe, and academic folklorists who attempted to tap southern music for evidence
about the history of human civilization. Contending that people’s musical worlds were defined less by who
they were than by the music that they heard, Miller challenges assumptions about the relation of race, music,
and the market.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bradley:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age
of Jim Crow (Refiguring American Music).

Richard Ma:

This book untitled Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring
American Music) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or
you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this book from your list.

Debra Ruff:

The particular book Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring
American Music) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring
American Music) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Lisa Madruga:

You may get this Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop Music in the Age of Jim Crow (Refiguring
American Music) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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