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Clever, attractive and ambitious, intellectually daring and physically courageous, Cornelia Sorabji was a
truly remarkable woman. As India’s first female lawyer, she was original and often outspoken in her views -
for example, in her criticism of Gandhi and her surprising friendship with Katherine Mayo. Cornelia Sorabji
resists easy classification, either as a feminist or as an imperialist.

An Indian whose loyalty to the British Raj never wavered. A passionate advocate of women’s rights whose
own career was nearly compromised through her inappropriate relationship with a married man. An
independent and free-thinking intellectual who depended for work on patronage from an élite circle. Cornelia
Sorabji's long and fulfilling life was anything but simple. How did she reconcile these apparent
contradictions? How did she succeed in opening doors to aspects of Indian and British life which remain
closed to so many, even today - and where did she run into difficulties?

One of nine children born to a Christian Parsi family, Cornelia won a scholarship from her school in India to
Oxford University in 1889 where she read first English literature and then - her lifelong passion - law. This
was a unique achievement for a woman of that period, made possible only through the intervention and
sponsorship of some important champions in England, galvanised by a campaign in The Times. She moved
in the most elevated circles and was a particular favourite of the Classicist, Benjamin Jowett, who
perceptively commented that her role would be ‘to interpret east to west’. She flourished, both academically
and socially, and relished the challenges of training and practising as a lawyer, both in England and India,
against all the odds. However, after returning to India to work alongside her brother, she put all her many
achievements in jeopardy through a scandalous affair with a much older, Scottish High Court judge.

Persuaded by her concerned family to end the affair and return to England, she entered into a long struggle
with the British authorities to create a role suitable to her unique skills. She eventually succeeded and
returned to India in 1904 where she embarked on the outstanding achievement of her life - and her greatest
challenge. As legal adviser to the British government, Cornelia had special responsibility for the women and
children trapped by marriage, widowhood and divorce, who were theoretically under the protection of the
British court but whose interests had hitherto been unrepresented. Cornelia showed remarkable sensitivity
and empathy in unravelling often complex cases, even affecting several dramatic and dangerous rescue
missions. This exceptional commitment and dedication extended to all aspects of her life, not only her legal
and social work on behalf of the purdahnashins but also her writing - from which she earned a much needed
supplementary income - and her personal life.

Through its beguiling portrait of a determined and pioneering woman at the heart of the Raj, this rich and
important story will captivate everyone with an interest in Indian or British history.
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From reader reviews:

Christina McMullen:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Opening Doors:
The Untold Story of Cornelia Sorabji, Reformer, Lawyer and Champion of Women's Rights in India suitable
to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Opening Doors: The
Untold Story of Cornelia Sorabji, Reformer, Lawyer and Champion of Women's Rights in Indiais the one of
several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world with this book.

Selma Lang:

The reserve with title Opening Doors: The Untold Story of Cornelia Sorabji, Reformer, Lawyer and
Champion of Women's Rights in India has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Bernice Capps:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Opening Doors: The Untold Story of Cornelia Sorabji, Reformer, Lawyer and Champion of
Women's Rights in India your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Opening
Doors: The Untold Story of Cornelia Sorabji, Reformer, Lawyer and Champion of Women's Rights in India
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information
for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Ophelia Ellis:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be examine. Opening Doors: The Untold Story of Cornelia Sorabji, Reformer, Lawyer and Champion of



Women's Rights in India can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.
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