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Set in South Africa in the ‘fifties and ‘sixties, this is the story of Ruth, youngest of three daughters in the
flamboyant, theatrical Frank family. Brash, clear-eyed and passionate, Ruth moves through a decade of
drama on every front —the family, the servants, the theatre, and the country at large—wondering always
how she will escape into the “real world” at last.

"For protagonist Ruth Frank, home ground is a small town in South Africa in the 1950s, in the thick of a
feuding theatrical family, where her parents play at "Happy Families" with the same fervor and artifice they
bring to their professional productions. Freed is at her best when evoking Sarah and Roger Frank's powerful
self-delusion and Ruth's painful realization that her parents are "deaf and blind" to their alienation as a
family, as Jews in British colonial society and as whites on a turbulent black continent. The author's ear for
dialogue is perceptive, as is her depiction of the Franks' pathetic, uneducated, white lower-class neighbors
and the desperate squalor and rage of their black servants. Ruth's coming of agefrom eight to 18serves as the
framework for the novel, but the narrative is too insubstantial to sustain the 10-year time span. And the
underdeveloped motivation for the vicious sibling rivalry between Ruth and her sisters is less than
satisfying."
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.
—Library Journal

"This first person coming-of-age novel takes Ruth Frank, a Jew growing up in South Africa in the 1950sfrom
a brash 8-year-old to a plump, pimply adolescent to a head-turning 18-year-old with her first lover. Ruth, the
youngest of three daughters of theatrical parents who play at "Happy Families" at home, worries about,
among other things, her future, sex, her parents, money (the Frank family wealth also is illusory), and violent
black revolution. Looking for the truth about her family, which values appearance above all, and about her
segregated country, she is nurtured by the family's black cook, encouraged by a noted British actress, and
supported by an Indian friend and her close-knit family. In this warm, well-constructed novel, the South
African locale adds depth to Ruth's universal concerns about growing up." Michele Leber, Fairfax Cty. P.L.,
Va.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.
—Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Lucinda Smith:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Home Ground. All type of book are you
able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Alan Fan:

The particular book Home Ground will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you.
The book Home Ground is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Dean Rakestraw:

The actual book Home Ground has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Linda Henderson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Home Ground was filled in relation to science. Spend your time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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