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Since Joshua Steckel began work at a Brooklyn public high school as its first-ever college guidance
counselor, every one of the hundreds of graduates he has counseled has been accepted to college, many to
top-flight schools with all expenses paid. But getting in is only one small part of the drama of his students’
stories. In a riveting work of narrative nonfiction—winner of a Studs and Ida Terkel award—Hold Fast to
Dreams follows the lives of ten of Josh’s students as they navigate the vast and obstacle-ridden landscape of
college in America, where students for whom the stakes of education are highest find unequal access and
inadequate support.

Among the ten unforgettable students we meet are: Mike, who writes his personal essays from a homeless
shelter and is torn between his longing to get away to an idyllic college campus and his fear of leaving his
mother and brothers in desperate circumstances; Santiago, a talented, motivated, and undocumented student,
battles bureaucracy and low expectations as he seeks a life outside the low-wage world of hard manual labor
to which his immigration status threatens to consign him; and Ashley, who pursues her ambition to become a
doctor with almost superhuman drive but then forges a path that challenges received wisdom about the value
of an elite, liberal arts education.

At a time when the idea of "college for all" is alternately embraced and challenged, this important book
uncovers, in heartrending detail, the many ways the American education system fails in its promise as a
ladder to opportunity. But it also provides hope in its portrayal of the extraordinary intelligence, resilience,
and everyday heroics of the young people whose futures are too often lamented or ignored and whose voices,
insights, and vision our colleges—and our country—desperately need. Hold Fast to Dreams will grab you on
the first page and will stay with you for a long time. It should be required reading for anyone who cares
about the right to education in America.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Sanchez:

The particular book Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision of a
Life Beyond Poverty will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision of a Life Beyond
Poverty is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Frances Smith:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Hold Fast to Dreams: A
College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision of a Life Beyond Poverty, you can enjoy both. It
is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Carlos Lauzon:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision of a Life Beyond
Poverty we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must
prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life at this time book Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the
Vision of a Life Beyond Poverty. You can more pleasing than now.

Rachel Glidewell:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Hold Fast to Dreams: A College
Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision of a Life Beyond Poverty to make your current reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Hold Fast to Dreams: A
College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision of a Life Beyond Poverty can to be your brand-
new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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