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The claim that heritage practice in Asia is Eurocentric may be well-founded, but the view that local people in
Asia need to be educated by heritage practitioners and governments to properly conserve their heritage
distracts from the responsibility of educating oneself about the local-popular beliefs and practices which
constitute the bedrock of most people’s engagement with the material past. Written by an archaeologist who
has long had one foot in the field of heritage practice and another in the academic camp of archaeology and
heritage studies, Counterheritage is at once a forthright critique of current heritage practice in the Asian
arena and a contribution to this project of self-education.

Popular religion in Asia – including popular Buddhism and Islam, folk Catholicism, and Chinese deity cults
– has a constituency that accounts for a majority of Asia’s population, making its exclusion from heritage
processes an issue of social justice, but more pragmatically it explains why many heritage conservation
programs fail to gain local traction. This book describes how the tenets of popular religion affect building
and renovation practices and describes how modernist attempts to suppress popular religion in Asia in the
early and mid-twentieth century impacted religious ‘heritage.’ Author Denis Byrne argues that the campaign
by archaeologists and heritage professionals against the private collecting and ‘looting’ of antiquities in Asia
largely ignores the regimes of value which heritage discourse has helped erect and into which collectors and
local diggers play. Focussing on the Philippines, Thailand, and Taiwan but also referencing China and other
parts of Southeast Asia, richly detailed portraits are provided of the way people live with ‘old things’ and are
affected by them. Narratives of the author’s fieldwork are woven into arguments built upon an extensive and
penetrating reading of the historical and anthropological literature. The critical stance embodied in the title
‘counterheritage’ is balanced by the optimism of the book’s vision of a different practice of heritage,
advocating a view of heritage objects as vibrant, agentic things enfolded in social practice rather than as inert
and passive surfaces subject to conservation.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

The ability that you get from Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia
(Routledge Studies in Heritage) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but
Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage)
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Counterheritage: Critical
Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage) instantly.

Ken Martin:

The guide untitled Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge
Studies in Heritage) is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage)
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Eunice Huynh:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage
Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Betty Patton:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives
on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage) can be the solution, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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