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In this first comprehensive history of the Tennessee Supreme Court, seven leading scholars explore the role
played by the Court in the social, economic, and political life of the state. Charting the evolution and
organization of the Court (and its predecessor, the Superior Court of Law and Equity), the authors also assess
the work of the Court within the larger context of the legal history of the South.

Arranged chronologically, this volume covers the period from statehood in 1796 through the judicial election
of 1998 and traces the range of contentious issues the Court has faced, including slavery, Reconstruction,
economic rights, the regulation of business, and race and gender relations. The authors also outline the
Court’s relationship with the Supreme Court of the United States and chronicle the achievements of the
Court in public and private law, state constitutional law, property law, criminal justice, and family law. The
central themes that emerge include the nature of federalism, the search for judicial independence, and the
practice of judicial review.

As the authors demonstrate, the work of the Tennessee Supreme Court highlights the importance of state
courts to the federal system and illuminates the interplay between regionalism and national norms in shaping
a state’s legal culture. Indeed, as mediator of conflicts between traditional southern values and national
economic and social trends, the Court has generally, if sometimes belatedly, adopted national legal
standards. Further, while the Court has tended to defer to the state’s legislative decision-making process, it
has on occasion assumed a more activist role in order to assert individual rights for Tennessee’s citizens.

Sponsored by the Tennessee Supreme Court Historical Society, this book is written for anyone interested in
Tennessee history in general or legal history in particular. Appendixes include a comprehensive table of
cases and biographical information about all the Court’s judges.

The Editor: James W. Ely Jr. is Milton R. Underwood Professor of Law and professor of history at
Vanderbilt University. His books include The Chief Justiceship of Melville W. Fuller, 1888–1910 and The
Guardian of Every Other Right: A Constitutional History of Property Rights. He is also the series editor of
the six-volume Property Rights in American History.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled A History Of The Tennessee Supreme Court. Try to stumble
through book A History Of The Tennessee Supreme Court as your buddy. It means that it can to get your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Deborah Lake:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. A History Of The Tennessee Supreme Court can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.

Jerry Smith:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A History Of The Tennessee Supreme Court
can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Holly Hughes:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book A History Of The Tennessee Supreme Court was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A History Of The Tennessee Supreme
Court has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading that will.
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