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“In this book I hope to reach a new audience with the positive message of America’s greatest music, to show
how great musicians demonstrate on the bandstand a mutual respect and trust that can alter your outlook on
the world and enrich every aspect of your life–from individual creativity and personal relationships to
conducting business and understanding what it means to be American in the most modern sense.”
–Wynton Marsalis

In this beautiful book, the Pulitzer Prize-winning musician and composer Wynton Marsalis explores jazz and
how an understanding of it can lead to deeper, more original ways of being, living, and relating–for
individuals, communities, and nations. Marsalis shows us how to listen to jazz, and through stories about his
life and the lessons he has learned from other music greats, he reveals how the central ideas in jazz can
influence the way people think and even how they behave with others, changing self, family, and community
for the better. At the heart of jazz is the expression of personality and individuality, coupled with an ability to
listen to and improvise with others. Jazz as an art–and as a way to move people and nations to higher
ground–is at the core of this unique, illuminating, and inspiring book, a master class on jazz and life by a
brilliant American artist.

Advance praise for Moving to Higher Ground

“An absolute joy to read. Intimate, knowledgeable, supremely worthy of its subject. In addition to
demolishing mediocre, uniformed critics, Moving to Higher Ground is a meaningful contribution to music
scholarship.”
–Toni Morrison

“I think it should be in every bookstore, music store, and school in the country.”
–Tony Bennett

“Jazz, for Wynton Marsalis, is nothing less than a search for wisdom. He thinks as forcefully, and as
elegantly, as he swings. When he reflects on improvisation, his subject is freedom. When he reflects on
harmony, his subject is diversity and conflict and peace. When he reflects on the blues, his subject is sorrow
and the mastery of it–how to be happy without being blind. There is philosophy in Marsalis’s trumpet, and in
this book. Here is the lucid and probing voice of an uncommonly soulful man.”
–Leon Wieseltier, literary editor, The New Republic

“Wynton Marsalis is absolutely the person who should write this book. Here he is, as young as morning, as
fresh as dew, and already called one of the jazz greats. He is not only a seer and an exemplary musician, but
a poet as well. He informs us that jazz was created, among other things, to expose the hypocrisy and
absurdity of racism and other ignorances in our country. Poetry was given to human beings for the same
reason. This book could be called “How Love Can Change Your Life,” for there could be no jazz without
love. By love, of course, I do not mean mush, or sentimentality. Love can only exist with courage, and this
book could not be written without Wynton Marsalis’s courage. He has the courage to make powerful music
and to love the music so, that he willingly shares its riches with the entire human family. We are indebted to
him.”
–Maya Angelou



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

John Frank:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on guardería until university need that Moving to Higher Ground: How Jazz Can Change Your
Life to read.

Amanda Mathis:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Moving to Higher
Ground: How Jazz Can Change Your Life suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer
in this era. Often the book untitled Moving to Higher Ground: How Jazz Can Change Your Lifeis one of
several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world in this book.

Diana Rush:

The reason why? Because this Moving to Higher Ground: How Jazz Can Change Your Life is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

John Burns:

You can get this Moving to Higher Ground: How Jazz Can Change Your Life by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways



for you.
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