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David, King of the Jews, possessed every flaw and failing a mortal is capable of, yet men and women adored
him and God showered him with many more blessings than he did Abraham or Moses. His sexual appetite
and prowess were matched only by his violence, both on the battlefield and in the bedroom. A charismatic
leader, exalted as "a man after God's own heart," he was also capable of deep cunning, deceit, and betrayal.
Now, in King David: The Real Life of the Man Who Ruled Israel, bestselling author Jonathan Kirsch reveals
this commanding individual in all his glory and fallibility.

In a taut, dramatic narrative, Kirsch brings new depth and psychological complexity to the familiar events of
David's life--his slaying of the giant Goliath and his swift challenge to the weak rule of Saul, the first Jewish
king; his tragic relationship with Saul's son Jonathan, David's cherished friend (and possibly lover); his
celebrated reign in Jerusalem, where his dynasty would hold sway for generations. Yet for all his greatness,
David was also a man in thrall to his passions--a voracious lover who secured the favors of his beautiful
mistress Bathsheba by secretly arranging the death of her innocent husband; a merciless warrior who
triumphed through cruelty; a troubled father who failed to protect his daughter from rape and whose beloved
son Absalom rose against him in armed insurrection.

Weaving together biblical texts with centuries of interpretation and commentary, Jonathan Kirsch brings
King David to life in these pages with extraordinary freshness, intimacy, and vividness of detail. At the
center of this inspiring narrative stands a hero of flesh and blood--not the cartoon giant-slayer of sermons and
Sunday school stories or the immaculate ruler of legend and art but a magnetic, disturbingly familiar man--a
man as vibrant and compelling today as he has been for millennia.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Mendoza:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed King David: The Real Life
of the Man Who Ruled Israel (Ballantine Reader's Circle)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Charles Stubblefield:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important normally. The book King David: The Real Life of the Man Who
Ruled Israel (Ballantine Reader's Circle) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book King David: The Real Life of the Man
Who Ruled Israel (Ballantine Reader's Circle) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try
to make relationship while using book King David: The Real Life of the Man Who Ruled Israel (Ballantine
Reader's Circle). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Michael Rahn:

This King David: The Real Life of the Man Who Ruled Israel (Ballantine Reader's Circle) book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. This particular King David: The Real Life of the Man Who Ruled Israel
(Ballantine Reader's Circle) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry King David: The Real Life of the Man Who Ruled Israel (Ballantine
Reader's Circle) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This King David: The Real Life of the Man Who Ruled Israel
(Ballantine Reader's Circle) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

John Silver:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of



those possibilities will not happen in you if you take King David: The Real Life of the Man Who Ruled
Israel (Ballantine Reader's Circle) as your daily resource information.
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