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Can the ancestry of freemasonry really be traced back to the Knights Templar? Is the image of the eye in a
triangle on the back of the dollar bill one of its cryptic signs? Is there a conspiracy that stretches through
centuries and generations to align this shadow organization and its secret rituals to world governments and
religions? Myths persist and abound about the freemasons, Margaret C. Jacob notes. But what are their
origins? How has an early modern organization of bricklayers and stonemasons aroused so much public
interest? In The Origins of Freemasonry, Jacob throws back the veil from a secret society that turns out not
to have been very secret at all.

What factors contributed to the extraordinarily rapid spread of freemasonry over the course of the eighteenth
century, and why were so many of the era's most influential figures drawn to it? Using material from the
archives of leading masonic libraries in Europe, Jacob examines masonic almanacs and pocket diaries to get
closer to what living as a freemason might have meant on a daily basis. She explores the persistent
connections between masons and nascent democratic movements, as each lodge set up a polity where an
individual's standing was meant to be based on merit, rather than on birth or wealth, and she demonstrates,
beyond any doubt, how active a role women played in the masonic movement.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Gabel:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read.
If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Origins
of Freemasonry: Facts and Fictions provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Michael Decker:

You may get this The Origins of Freemasonry: Facts and Fictions by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Odis Hillyard:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Origins of Freemasonry: Facts and Fictions. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Dwight Hancock:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Origins of Freemasonry: Facts and
Fictions to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and
examine it. Beside that the book The Origins of Freemasonry: Facts and Fictions can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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