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With a voice that is both sophisticated and deeply Southern, first-time author John Rowell evokes the
memory of the great Truman Capote in this wonderful collection of short stories, peopled with unforgettable,
endearing characters and filled with wry insights.

Drawn from the emotional well of a young man who grew up in love with the glittery, glamorous world of
music and movies and theater -- far removed from his own more prosaic life in North Carolina -- and
informed with honesty and compassion, the seven short stories that comprise The Music of Your Life mark
the impressive debut of a remarkably gifted writer.
Compulsively readable and always accessible, each story takes the reader into the mind and heart of its
central character, whether a young boy suffering from Lawrence Welk damage and teetering precariously on
the edge of puberty ("The Music of Your Life") or a not-so-young-anymore man for whom fantasy and
reality have become a terrifying blur and who finds himself slipping over the edge toward total meltdown
("Wildlife of Coastal Carolina").
Nostalgia plays a part in these stories as a somewhat jaded New York film critic looks back on his life and
the movies that shaped him ("Spectators in Love"), and an aging flower-shop owner ruefully assesses the
love he found and lost when, as an eighteen-year-old, he embarked on a Hollywood career that never soared
but did include one particularly memorable appearance on the I Love Lucy television show ("Who Loves
You?").
Sex and sexual identity are also major factors in these stories, as a choir director finds one of his altos trying
to play matchmaker for him with a recent divorcée ("Saviors"), and a group of forty-something men find
themselves in the awkward company of a lusty bunch of twenty-somethings ("Delegates") and reflect on how
surely they were never that age.
These stories, along with "The Mother-of-the-Groom and I," a wonderfully wry look at a failed New York
actor who has come home for his brother's wedding and who is given the task of helping his mother find the
proper dress for the event, all create entire worlds within which the characters live and struggle to find their
way.
Funny, touching, serious, and tender, these are tales sure to appeal to anyone who has ever known the
awkwardness of being "different," and while life is often harsh for the stories' characters, the bold
determination with which they persevere offers inspiration to all. Crafted with affecting sincerity, The Music
of Your Life marks the beginning of what is certain to be an extraordinary career.
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From reader reviews:

Dorathy Byers:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Music of
Your Life: Stories suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular
book untitled The Music of Your Life: Storiesis the main one of several books that everyone read now. That
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape
that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Warren Ford:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Music of Your Life: Stories your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get before. The The Music of Your Life: Stories giving you another experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Emily Higginbotham:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Music of Your Life: Stories book written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The Music of Your Life: Stories as good book
not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its
deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Warner Gomez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different categories
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Music of Your Life: Stories.
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