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The Founding Fathers is a concise, accessible overview of the brilliant, flawed, and quarrelsome group of
lawyers, politicians, merchants, military men, and clergy known as "the Founding Fathers"--who got as close
to the ideal of the Platonic "philosopher-kings" as American or world history has ever seen.

R. B. Bernstein reveals Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, and the other founders not as
shining demigods but as imperfect human beings--people much like us--who nevertheless achieved political
greatness. They emerge here as men who sought to transcend their intellectual world even as they were
bound by its limits, men who strove to lead the new nation even as they had to defer to the great body of the
people and learn with them the possibilities and limitations of politics. Bernstein deftly traces the dynamic
forces that molded these men and their contemporaries as British colonists in North America and as
intellectual citizens of the Atlantic civilization's Age of Enlightenment. He analyzes the American
Revolution, the framing and adoption of state and federal constitutions, and the key concepts and problems
that both shaped and circumscribed the founders' achievements as the United States sought its place in the
world. Finally, he charts the shifting reputations of the founders and examines the specific ways that
interpreters of the Constitution have used the Founding Fathers.

A masterly blend of old and new scholarship, brimming with apt description and insightful analysis, this
book offers a digestible account of how the Founding Fathers were formed, what they did, and how
generations of Americans have viewed them.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Adriana Phillips:

Precisely why? Because this The Founding Fathers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If
I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Christopher Hill:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Founding Fathers: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Ok Lord:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Founding Fathers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Helen Noyola:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase
you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
The Founding Fathers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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