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From colonial history to the present, Americans have passionately, even violently, debated the nature and the
character of money. They have painted it and sung songs about it, organized political parties around it, and
imprinted it with the name of God—all the while wondering: is money a symbol of the value of human work
and creativity, or a symbol of some natural, intrinsic value?

In Face Value, Michael O’Malley provides a deep history and a penetrating analysis of American thinking
about money and the ways that this ambivalence unexpectedly intertwines with race. Like race, money is
bound up in questions of identity and worth, each a kind of shorthand for the different values of two similar
things. O’Malley illuminates how these two socially constructed hierarchies are deeply rooted in American
anxieties about authenticity and difference.

In this compelling work of cultural history, O’Malley interprets a stunning array of historical sources to
evaluate the comingling of ideas about monetary value and social distinctions. More than just a history, Face
Value offers us a new way of thinking about the present culture of coded racism, gold fetishism, and
economic uncertainty.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hardman:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Face Value: The Entwined Histories of Money and Race in America
book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer regarding Face Value: The Entwined Histories of Money and Race in America content conveys
thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Face Value: The Entwined Histories of
Money and Race in America is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Phillip Barker:

The event that you get from Face Value: The Entwined Histories of Money and Race in America may be the
more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Face Value: The Entwined Histories of Money and
Race in America giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Face
Value: The Entwined Histories of Money and Race in America instantly.

Michael Banks:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Face Value: The Entwined
Histories of Money and Race in America that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Face Value: The Entwined Histories of Money
and Race in America become your personal starter.

Samuel Crader:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Face Value: The Entwined
Histories of Money and Race in America which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
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